Now’s the time for fun getaways and the great outdoors - Welcome!
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Carolina Adventure | A Crystal Palace

Orchid Conservatory
Belmont-Gaston County, NC
Very near Charlotte, in the
charming town of Belmont, you’ll
find the Daniel Stowe Botanical
Garden. The centerpiece is their
Orchid Conservatory, a massive,
8,000 square-foot, five-story
glass building that is the region’s
only public conservatory
dedicated to tropical plants.
Those who love such delicious
tropicals as orchids and
bromeliads will be enchanted.
Check out the Cascade Wall and
prepare for amazement as you look up to see perhaps the
perfect setting for orchids. Did you know that vanilla comes
from a unique orchid, primarily found in Mexico? We didn’t
either. Look for it when you visit.
Four beautiful arches holding 10,000 tillandsias or bromeliads
from South America are not to be missed. And there’s more. At
any given time, at least 300 orchids are on display. You will
find blooms year round. There are 40 different types of
begonias living inside the conservatory, as well as 12 different
tropical trees.
Ten different cycads, representing all three of the cycad families
are on display. (These types of plants have been with us since
dinosaur days.) And you can see a lovely representation of
national flowers from a number of countries, including Tahiti,
Brazil, Malaysia, Indonesia, Libya and Singapore, among
others.
While there, plan to spend quality time in various sections of
the garden, named one of the nation’s “20 Great Gardens,” by
HGTV. Our favorites include the Cottage Garden, with its
scents from generations past, the White Garden, with white
blooms all year, and the Allee Garden, with its image-enticing
tunnel fountain. (Children love to play under the water. Brides
like it for its unique frame for that special dress.)
WOW Factor: Among the trees on display are the ones which
supply the fragrant oils used to create Chanel No. 5 and Joy –
two of the world’s favorite perfumes. Perhaps the most
impressive tree is the ceiba, commonly called the floss silk tree.
At 30+ feet tall, it’s a most unusual specimen. Notice the thorns,
or prickles – wicked!
Hint: Consider this a year-round adventure, and although you
might think it’s more for adults, there are great kid-friendly
activities, including a children’s garden and plenty of space for
running. The garden shop often has plants and always features
great gifts (for yourself or others).
www.dsbg.org
www.go2gaston.org
Images: Orchid Conservatory wall - Belmont Tourism Development Authority |
Melinda Skutnick; Conservatory view from garden- VisitNC.com

Carolina Famous Faces

Mary Alice Monroe
She’s a best-selling author who lives outside Charleston, SC, and
her books are loved by many. What makes her a rock star
among our colleagues is her absolute commitment to the
environment. An active conservationist, she serves on the
boards of the South Carolina Aquarium (a future Carolina
Adventure), The Leatherback Trust and Charleston Literacy
Volunteers.
The recipient of many awards, one that caught our collective eye
was for The Butterfly’s Daughter, which won the International
Book Award for Green Fiction.
Recently interviewed on Public Radio by Walter Edgar, she
joined Naturalist Rudy Mancke to discuss our fragile world and
what can be done to ensure and improve its health – for all
creatures, including humans.
Her website includes a comprehensive list of links for
Conservation information. Go there and learn what’s being
done and how you can help migrating shorebirds, sea turtles,
dolphins, butterflies, birds of prey, and many more.
One of her great joys is hearing from readers who have not only
enjoyed her novels, but learned something about nature in the
process.

The Rituals of Summer

Here, in the middle of our glorious Carolina summer, consider
dipping a toe into her wonderful waters that include family
beach houses, the Atlantic ocean, and our natural world.

Hey #!#first_name#!#,
The fruits of the season are upon
us. Here now, blackberries and
blueberries. And then peaches
arrive and the ice cream churn gets
busy.
Is #!#city#!# sprouting local
farmers markets and roadside
stands? From the Blue Ridge to the
Atlantic, a Carolinas summer
brings oh-so-many ways to have
fun.
• See our Farmers Market
Directories. NC | SC
We’re known for world-class golf
and tennis camps, and the Blue
Ridge Mountains have kept
children entertained in cool
comfort for generations. The
summer escape is underway!

Her newest book, Beach House for
Rent promises another great read. New
York Times bestselling author Susan
Wiggs says, “Reading this novel feels
like a long, luxurious trip to the beach.
Mary Alice Monroe writes gorgeously,
with authority and tenderness, about
the natural world and its power to
inspire, transport, and to heal.”
An earlier novel, The Beach House, will
be adapted into a Hallmark Channel
original movie starring three-time
Golden Globe nominee Andie McDowell (and Carolina Famous
Face).
Visit her official website: www.maryalicemonroe.com
Learn more about Charleston.

Carolina Creative

It’s time to make plans for a
weekend getaway, or perhaps week
at a mountain retreat, or
beachfront cottage. Stretch your
comfort zone and add new
adventures to your life!
Read on!
Building starts, great rentals for
professionals, low taxes and real
estate bonanzas are beguiling
lifestyle incentives to live here.
• Click to: Retirement Living &
Real Estate Tips.

Hooking Art to Function

Use the 320+ pages at
CarolinaLiving.com as your
resource for Carolina facts ‘n fun
that lead to stories ‘n memories!

Tom Mauldin’s business
concept, HookNHide, is art
securely hooked to function. A
hook can be what a fisherman
sets in the lip of the fish. The
master fisherman says a hook
also holds its place in the
eyelet of a fine leather belt
strap.

Leyla & Patrick Mason
Co-Founders
Center For Carolina Living
Showcasing Carolina Life &
Adventures

He explains that the art part is
representational sculpture of
fish, as an accessory for the
male waist. The function comes in when a thirst strikes. The belt
buckle doubles as a bottle opener, a handy appliance to have
when you’re out in a boat and the sun is streaming down on you.

Forward this email to a friend.
PS: As July 4 approaches, we are
reminded of so many who have
endured struggles to keep freedom
alive. We salute all those who give
their time and effort to help make
the world peaceful – you make
America proud.

Woof, Woof!

“Our first designs were a redfish, mako shark, sailfish, bull
dolphin and a rainbow trout. “ Mr. Mauldin, 40, recently added
a buckle that represents a flounder. “It’s such a popular fish
around here.” Another addition to the line has been a yellowfin
tuna.
The first buckles Mr. Mauldin created “were given away to
friends and family, but my sisters Caroline and Logan and my
Mom saw business potential as a unique male fashion
accessory.” The buckles have been popular as groomsmen’s gifts
and also as personal gifts at traditional giving times of year.
The process he employs is time-honored, with contemporary
updates. “From the designs I create, it takes three days to forge
the buckles – just like a piece of sculpture would take. The
finish is achieved by a mix of brass, silver, gold and pewter. But,
unlike the ones I catch, these fish don’t have to be cleaned.”
Since 2008, the artist has been steadily reeling in the successes.
His growth plan is to work smarter, not longer. “I still want to
have time to go fishing.” That’s easy to do in the Lowcountry of
SC, where he lives and works.
hooknhide.com
Story by Rachel Haynie
Photography by Sally Taylor

From our good friends at
VisitNC.com
Here’s a summertime getaway for
adults and the dogs who love them.

Carolina Golf

4 Paws Kingdom
Campground
The first and only dog-dedicated
campground, 4 Paws is a true
doggie kingdom! Located less than
15 minutes from the quaint
must-visit town of Rutherfordton.
The campground and dog retreat is
simply the perfect answer to a
vacation getaway designed
specifically with canine
companions in mind. Tail-wagging
amenities include a fenced-in
swimming pond, multiple off-leash
play, an agility park, creek, doggie
bathhouse with grooming station
and more. Rent one of their cabins
or RVs or bring your own.
Recommended by Trip Advisor.
www.4pawskingdom.com
Learn more about this area.
And more Carolina mountains.

The Best Carolina Courses You Can Play
By Larry Gavrich, Founder & Editor,
Home On The Course, LLC
The North Carolina and South Carolina Golf Rating Panels are
out with their rankings for 2017, and both have listed the top
courses that anyone can play in their respective states. These
non-private courses run the gamut from the legendary and
expensive to the hardly known and cheap, but one thing they
have in common is great layouts and conditions.
Discover where you and your clubs will be heading next.
Top Carolina Golf Courses.

Aiken in June

Photography by Larry Gavrich; Scotch Hall Preserve, Merry Hill, NC

Web-based Travel Guide

It’s the first-ever mobile travel guide to S.C. African
American cultural sites and attractions.

Photo Credit: Outdoor Hands

South Boundary Avenue is
one of the most beautiful
streets in America.
Just ask USA Today which named
it "One of prettiest streets for a
stroll" in the South. Photographers
from around the U.S. just love
taking pictures of this famous
Aiken avenue.
Want to take your own stunning
photos of South Boundary Avenue?
Check out their top tips!

A majority of African Americans in the U.S. can trace their roots
to South Carolina; the Green Book of S.C. provides the first-ever
mobile travel tool for all audiences to explore the rich history of
African Americans in South Carolina.
The Green Book of South Carolina is a mobile-first, web-based
travel guide that includes more than 300 listings of sites and
attractions from each of the 46 counties in South Carolina,
celebrating progress and inviting the country and the world to
explore S.C.'s rich African American heritage with a modern,
easy-to-use interface.
www.greenbookofsc.com

Hang Ten!

The New Guide
is Here.

Updated town information, six fun
new Carolina Adventures, and
Pedestrian Power. Order yours
today.
Click here for the official hold-inyour-hand Guide to Carolina
lifestyle fun and adventure trips,
plus real estate tips, tax & cost-ofliving advantages, retirement
opportunities and town profiles.

Think California is the only Surf City, USA? Nope. The east
coast has Wrightsville Beach, near Wilmington, NC, and it’s got
a pretty good surfer vibe going for it. Named by National
Geographic as one of the world’s best surf towns, it’s attracted
surfers from all over who thrive at the birthplace of surfing in
North Carolina.
Between the surf shops, laidback restaurants and friendly locals,
folks like married surfers, Tony and Jenn, thrive here. (There’s
even a “Chick Surf” group on Facebook to make sure everyone
stays connected.)
You’ve got to have the right equipment. Sweetwater Surf Shop,
Annex Surf Supply and Surf City Surf Shop in Wrightsville
Beach, plus Aussie Island Surf Shop in nearby Wilmington are
good options.

Just share your dream goals and
we'll help lead you to smart
Carolina life and times.

Intrigued but out of your league? Learn to surf at Wrightsville
Beach.There are multiple surf schools and camps on the island,
like Indojax Surf School, WB Surf Camp, Sean's Private Surf
Instruction and Wrightsville SUP that offer top-of-the-line
instruction to anyone who's ready to step on a board.

Facebook
Time to greet the
world under different
skies. We’ve got
suggestions here, but you may have
your own bucket list of Carolina
destinations. Our colleagues love
Brevard, Ocean Drive (aka North
Myrtle Beach), Aiken and always
Charleston and Asheville. Saluda,
NC? A little gem. There are
others.
Please share with us on Facebook.

Finally, know that you’ll be connecting with good folks. Many
are involved in non-profits such as Hope for Helen and the
Wrightsville Beach Sea Turtle Project.
Learn more about Wilmington and Wrightsville Beach.

Carolina Cuisine
Wave the Flag
Cupcakes

Heading your way

July 4th will be here
before you know it.
These little cuties manage
to put a patriotic theme on
your picnic table while
these fruits of the season
are at their peak.

• Let's Take a Road Trip
• Carolina Famous Faces
• Insider Info
• Adventures

Go ahead, celebrate the
red, white and blue in
delicious style with these
Wave the Flag Cupcakes!

A Boutique Offering of New Homesites
Daniel Island, SC
The final selection of homesites in Nobel's Point will be
offered for purchase this month: two sites with creek
docks on the tidal waters of Ralston Creek, three with
extraordinarily beautiful and long marsh and water views,
and the very last golf/marsh view homesite in Nobel's
Point (and one of the very last to be offered on the island).
Prices range from the mid $700s to the high $800s.
And in Daniel Island Park's Ralston Grove neighborhood close to the clubhouse, seven new interior and
wooded homesites will be introduced including several sites that front on the neighborhood's lovely
tree-shaded park. Homesites here will range from the mid to high $200s. Two marshfront homesites in
Ralston Grove are available as well. Info.

The Cliffs
Start Pedaling
Situated just outside one of Bicycling Magazine's "Best
Small Cities for Cycling," The Cliffs takes cue from
Greenville's robust cycling culture, offering a unique
range of exceptional indoor and outdoor cycling
programs. Program directors and personal trainers are
experts on aging health and facilitate programing that
educates the community on the benefits of staying active
while engaging in low-impact exercise. Great for retirees, or those who appreciate an active lifestyle.
Learn more.
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