Now’s the time for fun getaways and the great outdoors - Welcome!
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Carolina Adventures

Seagrove Pottery | Near Pinehurst, NC
Turn, Turn, Turn
Go to the heart of North Carolina and you’ll find clay country. In
prehistoric times, Native Americans fashioned pots from the
clay, and since the 1700s, artisans have recognized the quality of
earth found in Randolph, Moore and Montgomery counties. The
result has been, and continues to be, pottery that is worldrenowned and highly prized.
Today, the name Seagrove identifies the historical and
geographical pottery community, which includes potters who
have grown up in pottery families and continued traditions
begun by their forefathers many generations ago.
The good news is that approximately 100 pottery shops and
many more potters are active in the area, providing a virtual
smorgasbord of designs, colors, shapes and functions. Some are
more faithful to traditions than others. Many of the potters have
their work in homes and galleries worldwide. Others have small
studios where you can watch them work, and then, pick out a
favored piece to bring home.
There are several pottery shops in the tiny town of Seagrove,
which is also home to the NC Pottery Center. However, many
potteries can be found in the rural area near the town. Maps are
available that show potteries located along Highway 705, or its
side roads. The Seagrove Area Potters Association will help
visitors find those hard-working artisans.
Ask and you can find pottery demonstrations, and perhaps a
lesson or two in the ancient art of throwing a pot.
WOW Factor: It’s overwhelming – and awe-inspiring. To find
so many talented people, many of them working in much the
same manner as their great-great grandparents did, is nothing
short of humbling. The pots are gorgeous, and you will want to
bring one or more of these beauties home. Do so, and help keep
these remarkable traditions alive and available to the world.
Hint: Plan, plan, plan. Contact the websites listed below, as
well as area visitor centers. There are B&Bs and fun restaurants
to enjoy during your visit, and the area is easily found from
Pinehurst or environs.
Learn more at:
www.heartofnorthcarolina.com/cities-and-towns
www.ncpotterycenter.org
www.discoverseagrove.com
More Carolina Adventures.
Photo: Seagrove Pottery | Randolph County, NC
Carolina Adventures links:
http://www.heartofnorthcarolina.com/cities-and-towns/seagrove.htm
http://ncpotterycenter.org/
https://discoverseagrove.com/
https://carolinaliving.com/adventures

Carolina Famous Face

Food, Family & Fun
Hello ,
Can there be any rhyme or reason
to folks who love their 19th Century
antiques, yet put a sparkling white
artificial Christmas tree on the
porch? “Eclectic” comes to mind
and I suppose that fits as well as
anything in our home. Bet you
have some similarities in your
town, too.
We’re all about tradition this
month, starting with centuries-old
pottery from Seagrove and
continuing to antique train rides
(with Santa of course), one of the
best antique furniture haunts in the
Carolinas, and holiday lights
displays that bring a community
together and entertain families
from everywhere.
It’s all part of the Carolinas
attraction – history, whimsy,
family, food and always, a dash of
fun. As you’re considering your
next step in life’s royal dance,
discover a bit more about the
Carolinas at CarolinaLiving.com.

Brandon Micheal Hall
Actor
This fresh face has been profiled in The New York Times and is
now starring in the title role on ABC’s “The Mayor” which
premiered in October to rave reviews. He’s also a series regular
in TBS’ critically acclaimed “Search Party,” which has just begun
its second season.
Brandon Hall, a native of Anderson, SC, is 24 and a graduate of
the South Carolina Governor’s School for the Arts and
Humanities. The public, residential high school for the arts
gave him the pre-professional training which led to acceptance
into the famed Julliard School’s Drama Division.
South Carolinians recognized Mr. Hall’s talent and expenses for
his audition trip to Julliard were funded by support from
donors to the school.

Stumped on gift-giving this holiday
season? Consider the gift of time.
Volunteer to plant flower bulb for
an elderly friend. Cultivate a
relationship with a youngster.
Invite everyone you love over for a
sumptuous feast. (You prepare the
meat, they’ll be happy to bring the
sides. See Carolina Cuisine, below,
for a show-stopping suggestion.)
We’re loving spending our time to
bring you our best. Enjoy

If you haven’t yet watched, here’s the backstory. Courtney Rose
(The Mayor), is a struggling rapper who runs for mayor in a
small Northern California town in hopes of getting free
publicity. He shouldn’t win – he can’t win – but he does, and it’s
a Cinderella story which The New York Times says mirrors the
actor’s real-life story. It’s a strong cast and the public has taken
notice.
The SC Governor’s School cultivates young artists from across
the state and offers pre-professional training in creative writing,
dance, drama, music and visual arts. It’s a tuition-free, public
residential high school which nurtures talents in a masterapprentice community with nationally recognized academic
education. For more information: www.scgsah.org
So many Famous Faces from the Carolinas! Great Stories.
Photo courtesy South Carolina Governor's School

Katherine Pettit
Executive Editor
Center For Carolina
Living
Showcasing
Carolina Life &

Carolina Famous Face links:
http://www.scgsah.org/
https://carolinaliving.com/culture/famous-carolina-faces

Carolina Creative
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Made to Last
(and be enjoyed)

SC Artisans Center, Walterboro
Creative & Affordable

Let’s get serious
about antiques.
Where is Cameron, you ask?
Located near the center of North
Carolina in Moore County, this
small town is listed on the National
Register of Historic Sites and has
been voted the “Best Antique Area
in North Carolina” by Our State
Magazine. It’s also been featured
in Southern Living, among others.
Cameron’s twelve antique stores
enhance this picturesque small
town that was built on the
turpentine and dewberry
industries. Now, nostalgia and an
appreciation for the best of the past
is driving this mall town’s panache.
Walk along Carthage Street to see
building styles popular in the late
1800s and early 1900s. Visit the
stores and admire the furniture.
Buy a special piece to take home.
Have lunch at the Coffee Grind,
McPherson’s Store, or the
Dewberry Deli and Soda Fountain.
Now this is a day trip for
grown-ups!

Music to your holiday shopping ears, we’ll bet. The SC Artisan’s
Center is one amazing mélange of talent and beauty, with 300+
artists represented in every medium: pottery, glass, paintings,
wood, metal, fiber, jewelry, fiber art, and the pretties go on and
on. With the average price of a single item at about $25, the art
is oh-so-affordable. However, if money is no object, we suggest
you check out the $60,000 canoe. It really is stunning.
The artists are chosen through a juried process. If you walk into
the retail store, you’ll be overwhelmed by your choices – and we
promise, you’ll get ideas for the most difficult person on your
shopping list. Please, remember a little self-love is important,
too. When you find the perfect trinket or painting, give Santa a
little help and pull out your credit card.
While you’re there, plan to spend some time exploring
Walterboro. Lots of antiques and quaint shops will offer a
fun-filled and productive way to hop off I-95 for several hours.
Before you go, check out the event section of their website for
live demonstrations and classes held throughout the year.
http://scartisanscenter.com
Read about more Carolina Creatives (and their work).
Photo: Artist Joe Watson's "Single Silverware" fish
Carolina Creative links:
http://scartisanscenter.com/
https://carolinaliving.com/culture

Name That Elk

antiquesofcameron.com
Photo credit: VisitNC.com
Made to Last link:
http://antiquesofcameron.com/

Climb Aboard the
Santa Train

Grandfather Mountain receives new
residents
Grandfather Mountain, the nonprofit nature preserve and
attraction, has adopted three male elk – a bachelor herd – to
reside in an all-new habitat.

The Rockton, Rion
and Western

The adoptees are calves, each about four months old, from a
private elk farm and breeder in central North Carolina.

Near Columbia, SC and even closer
to Winnsboro, you’ll find the SC
Railroad Museum, with great
hands-on experiences as well. If
you’d like to expose your little ones
to a bit of nostalgia, check it out.
Options:
• hour-long train ride – open air or
historical passenger car.
• display cars including the
Guignard brick flat car, various
diesel engines and Baldwin steam
engine 44
• walk-through display train
featuring the 100 year old Norfolk
business car, a Southern Post Office
car, Nickel Plate caboose and more
• museum gallery with historical
artifacts ranging from signals to
photographs and more
• station gift shop and ticket office
offers tee shirts, train hats,
whistles, pins, patches and tons of
items for the kids and the adult rail
fan.
Sounds like fun, doesn’t it? Check
out scrm.org.

Although elk are new to Grandfather Mountain, near Spruce
Pine, NC, that wasn't always the case. Elk population once
thrived in the High Country, with the animals' lending their
name to numerous towns and landmarks, such as Banner Elk,
Elk Park and Elk River Falls. Their numbers were decimated by
over-hunting and loss of habitat in the 18th and 19th centuries,
and they were eventually eradicated entirely from the region.
In 2001, the National Park Service began reintroducing elk into
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, and they've been
thriving there ever since. At Grandfather Mountain, guests will
now be able to see them up close and personal in their native
environment.
Elk Naming Contest
An online naming competition is in process, in which
contestants can submit name ideas for the three elk calves,
along with a $3 donation ($1 per name), at
www.grandfather.com. Each submission should include three
name suggestions, and entries are due by Dec. 4 (unless the
deadline is extended).
Grandfather Mountain encourages contestants to submit
names related in context, e.g. famous trios (excluding "The
Three Stooges" and anything political).
Habitat staff will select the three winning names and the
winner will receive a pass for four to Grandfather Mountain, as
well as a complimentary Behind the Scenes Tour for their
group. The names will be announced in December, when the
elk are on display in their new habitat. Proceeds from the
contest will directly benefit the elk themselves, going toward
food, veterinary care and daily enrichments.

Climb Aboard the Santa Train link:
http://scrm.org/

Get the Guide.

www.grandfather.com
Photo by Colin Knight | Colin Knight Photography
Name That Elk link:
https://grandfather.com/

Got Yours?
Winter Wine and Beer Passport

Register and get the new edition of
CarolinaLiving.com Guide and the
fun-filled Compass eNews twice a
month… Learn all about the
Carolinas thrills and frills.
Get the Guide link:
https://carolinaliving.com/survey

Facebook
Where are your
favorite holiday light
displays?

For the eighth straight winter, wine passports allow folks to
sample their way through the Yadkin Valley at Surry County
wineries. And for the first time, local craft breweries are
included in the mix. The program provides tastings at eight
wineries and two craft breweries through March 18, 2018.
In addition to samples, participants receive keepsake cork
magnets, complimentary food pairings on three dates, and
special discounts at local merchants, restaurants and hotels.
This year’s participating wineries are: Adagio Vineyards,
Carolina Heritage, Elkin Creek, Grassy Creek, Roaring River,
Round Peak, Slightly Askew and Stony Knoll. The breweries are
Angry Troll and Skull Camp.

Holiday Lights in SC
Riverbanks Zoo photo courtesy Southern
Hook Photography

www.YadkinValleyNC.com
Discover more about Surry County and the Yadkin Valley.
Photo courtesy YadkinValleyNC.com
Got Yours? Winter Wine and Beer Passport links:
https://www.yadkinvalleync.com/
https://carolinaliving.com/foothills/mount-airy-nc

Carolina Cuisine

Holiday Lights in NC
Photo Credit Charlotte Motor Speedway

Share your favorite drive or
walk-through holiday light
experience with us on Facebook.
Next issue. Great Carolina New
Year’s Eve Celebrations.
Facebook Christmas Lights links:
https://www.sciway.net/tourism/sc-holidaylights.html
https://www.visitnc.com/story/holiday-lightshows-glow-with-seasonal-cheer
https://www.facebook.com/Carolina-Living331011591422/?ref=search

Heading your way

In Columbia, (aka Soda City) SC Motor Supply bistro has been a
favorite go-to for years. Chef Wes Fulmer creates delightful
dishes and is an absolute wonder with meat.
If you’re in the Capital City area, head for The Vista,
downtown’s eclectic good-time neighborhood. Vegetarian
friends will always find a sumptuous dish as well. For a crowd
over the holidays or any time, consider his Roasted Leg of
Lamb, with Cranberry Lamb Jus.

• Let's Take a Road Trip
https://carolinaliving.com/road-trips

• Carolina Famous Faces

Photo by Forrest Clonts

https://carolinaliving.com/culture/famouscarolina-faces

Carolina Cuisine link:
https://carolinaliving.com/recipes/meat-and-poultry/roasted-leg-of-lamb

• Insider Info
https://carolinaliving.com/directories

• Adventures
https://carolinaliving.com/adventures

Holiday Inn Club Vacations® South Beach Resort
Resort Rentals
Myrtle Beach vacations are best with South Beach Resort!
Families can enjoy studios or 1- and 2-bedroom villas with a
living room, dining area, fully equipped kitchen or kitchenette
and free Wi-Fi. Make a splash with waterslides and a lazy river
or have fun in the activity center and game room all while
staying along the magnificent grand strand.
www.holidayinnclubvacations.com/myrtlebeachsc

Experience Dataw
Sunsets over the golf course, grand meals with friends at the
Clubhouse, your own personal trainer, the pool, tennis courts,
and a charming atmosphere where making friends is so easily
done. Try their discovery package that includes a two-night,
three-day stay in the scenic Bluff Villas; unlimited golf and
tennis; full access to the fitness center; walking trails and golf
carts; (Ask them about their 2017 “Bliss Award,” which named
Data “Best South Carolina Community of the Year.”
www.dataw.com/belong-experience

Reach 25,000 COMPASS eNews subscribers!
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